298                         ALL ABOUT THE BABY
the first, the child grows happily into the way that is right and
leaves babyhood with his foundation for all-round development
so well laid that the task of the superstructure is much easier
and associated problems are much less difficult. Wise are the
parents who realize the advantage of the first three years, and
carefully improve the opportunity that they offer.
Please do not get the idea from this study that we have at-
tempted to lay down any hard and fast rules. Even if rules there
are, there are always exceptions and modifications to any rule.
Judgment will be needed in all cases, but we believe that an un-
derstanding of the above principles will help in a solution of
some of the practical problems of child training.